


— 
se rebates LENSE i Ci BARAT. RASS 








Vor. 3. No. 12.) [December 15, 1882. 


MONTHLY NOTES 


OF THE 


Library Assactattan 


of the United Kingdom. 


Contents :—Official Notices—December Monthly Meeting: Paper by Mr. H. 
R. Tedder, ‘‘A French Librarian on Libraris anship’ ’—Library Notes— 
Catalogues and R ocnieleatense es of Bibliographies, etc. 





Th he next Monthly Meeting of the ra ation will be held at the 
London Institution on Friday, January 5th, 1833, at 8 p.m., when a 
paper will be read by Mr. Ernest C. Thomas entitled, ‘“ The 
Distribution of Public Documents to Libraries in the United States.” 





A special Council Meeting will be held on Friday, December 
15th, to consider the arrangements for the proposed examination 
of Library Assistants. Those of our members who may have 
suggestions to offer upon this subject should forward them to the 
See retary in order that they may be considered by the January 
Council. weasihes 





The Treasurer and Secretary are now engaged in revising the 
List of Members for 1883, and those members ‘whose subscriptions 
are not yet paid for the year 1881-2 (ending on October 4th), are 
reminded that they should be sent to the wrenaunee. 


DECEMBER MONTHLY MEETING. 


The third Monthly Meeting of the Sixth Year of the Association 
was held at the London Institution, on Friday, December 1st, at 
8 p.m., Mr. Cornetius WatrorD, V.P., in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been read and confirmed, 
it was announced that the following gentlemen had joined the 
Association: Mr. Alderman Webster, 33, Bridge Street, Warring- 
ton, Mr. Robert Davies, Birchdale, Warrington (both being 
members of the Committee of the Warrington Museum); and Mr. 
Arthur James Jordan, Librarian, Mechanics’ Institute, Jarrow- 


on-Tyne (reported by Mr. W. J. Haggerston). 
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The Chairman then called upon Mr. H. R. Tepper to read his 
Paper, entitled 


A FRENCH LIBRARIAN ON LIBRARIANSHIP. 


Tue title of the recently published work, of which I propose to 
give you a brief account is: De Vorganisation et de Vadministration 
des bibliothéques publiques et privées; manuel théorique et pratique, 
suivi d'un appendice. (Paris: Pedone-Lauriel, 1882, 8vo, pp. xi— 
374, price 8 frs.)—The author is M. Jules Cousin, librarian of the 
Bibliothéque Universitaire of Douai. 

The special interest of M. Cousin’s work to us lies in the fact 
of its semi-official nature. All the public libraries are more or 
less under State control, and are regulated in that admirably 
systematic way which makes France the envy of all lovers of 
centralisation. Whether the French library system is altogether 
the better for this is a matter for doubt, since we see from the present 
book that everything is conducted on cut-and-dried principles 
which leave nothing for the working of enterprising innovation. 
Although it cannot be said to supply any new views on library 
science, it offers a systematic and well written view of what is 
considered necessary in France for the due management of a public 
library. 

In ile to give a general idea of the nature of the book it may 
be convenient first rapidly to glance at its contents and afterwards 
to dwell in the same order at greater length upon any matters which 
appear to deserve attention. The manual is divided into two parts, 
the one treating of library organisation, and the other of library 
management. The preliminary questions of site, building and 
furniture occupy the first two chapters; the second deals with the 
acquisition of books, their arrangement and cataloguing, their sizes, 
degrees of rarity, etc. ; and the third is devoted to the staff, librarian, 
sub-librarians, assistants and committee of supervision. Turning 
to the second part, we find lengthy instructions as to the requisite 
care to be bestowed upon the building, the furniture and especially 
the books themselves, but most attention is paid to matters con- 
nected with book-keeping, statistics, and official regulations. 

The author commences with some preliminary observations, 
remarking that the librarian should be a bibliophile but not a 
bibliomane, and that he should know books both externally and 
internally. This knowledge is bibliography, which may be divided 
into material and literary bibliography (p. iv). On beginning his 
remarks upon the situation and construction of the library, M. 
Cousin divides libraries into the three classes of public, semi-public 
and private. The right of entry to the first belongs to every one ; 
in the second it is restricted to a distinct class or body of persons, 
such as corporations or societies ; while in the third one individual 
holds exclusive rights. He lays down two conditions in forming a 
library to which we shall all agree—first, that it should help study 
as much as possible; and secondly, that it should be placed away 
from the danger of deterioration and destruction (p. 3). After some 
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oft-quoted directions from Vitruvius abont making the windows face 
the east, we are informed that an oblong shape is the best form 
of library, as allowing the greatest extent of regular space for 
shelving (p. 6). A few diagrams on this principle are next explained, 
and the chapter ends with a word of caution against making the 
structure too large; while, on the other hand, the possible future of 
the library should be held in view and a building erected which should 
be capable of extension (p. 10). <A suitable reading-room, with 
separate book-stores, is more desirable than an imposing apartment 
to hold both books and readers (p. 11). A private collector may 
indulge in book-cases of mahogany, cedar, cyprus and other costly 
materials, but in a public or semi-public library the books alone 
are most to be considered. Dry and sound wood is the chief 
necessary ; oak, if possible, otherwise deal may be used. Two rows 
of large and medium sized books should be allowed for at the 
bottom, then a ledge, and space above it for octavos and smaller 
books. Ina public library, fixed are to be preferred to movable 
shelves; the tables for readers should be long rather than broad ; 
and ladders with hooks at the top to catch in a rail along the book- 
cases, as-used in most Parisian libraries, are recommended. <A hot- 
air apparatus, with the furnace in the basement, is the best method 
of warming, and gas is the best means of artificial light (pp. 15~—7). 

In forming a library, all branches of knowledge should be repre- 
sented in proper proportions, but as each town and district may pos- 
sess its special class of readers, their particular requirements should 
be always regarded. When the labour is undertaken by a committee, 
each member may, with advantage, take charge of a particular 
department (p. 21); the list of desirable books once drawn up can 
then be circulated among booksellers with a view of obtaining offers 
(p- 27). Having acquired the book, the next process is to stamp it 
and enter it in the Inventory or Accessions-Catalogue, arranged 
to show 1, accessions-number ; 2, title; 3, number of volumes; 4, 
binding; 5, observations; 6, date of receipt; 7, spaces for ticking off at 
the annual inspection. This catalogue, like all the others mentioned, 
must be compiled on a uniform plan. The Government instructions 
also direct that the books should be divided into three classes : 
1, large size, all above 35 centimeters high; 2, medium size, 
between 25 and 35 centimeters high; 3, small size, all below 25 
centimeters. There are three accessions-catalogues, one for each 
size, the numbers running, for a library of between 15,000 and 20,000 
volumes, say from 1 to 4,000 for the folios or large size, from 4,001 
to 10,000 for the quartos or medium size, leaving the remainder fot 
the octavos and smaller books (pp. 30-4). The alphabetical catalogue 
should be first compiled upon separate cards or slips ; the author’s 
name or other heading being placed at the top left-hand corner, 
the accessions-number at the side, with the short title, place, date 
and number of volumes underneath. Some extremely elementary 
notions as to headings are all that is said on the subject of cata- 
loguing rules (pp. 40-5). The cards are arranged in wired boxes for 
the use of the librarian, as M. Cousin does not consider the public 
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apt to use a card-catalogue (p. 49), and transcribed into volumes 
in which separate columns are provided for 1, heading; 2, short title; 
3, page of classified catalogue ; 4, edition; 5, volumes; 6, size; 7, 
place ; 8, date; 9,accessions-number (p.50). The classified catalogue 
is the next undertaking, and on this subject the words of Naudé 
(1643) are quoted with approval: ‘Je croy que le meilleur est 
toujours celui qui est le plus facile, le moins intrigué, le plus naturel, 
usité, et qui suit les facultez, Théologie, Médecine, etc.” (p. 54), this 
system being, of course, the basis of that of Garnier, subsequently 
elaborated by P. Marchand, G. Martin and Brunet. Full details 
are supplied of some of the best known French classifications, 
including one proposed by the Ministére de I’Instruction Publique 
for popular libraries (p. 64) and one devised by the author (p. 75). 
In compiling the systematic or classified catalogue the first duty 
is to carefully examine the book and write at the top of a card the 
special class to which it belongs ; on the right-hand corner comes 
the date, and underneath the full title copied exactly from the title 
page, with edition, place, publisher, date again, volumes and 
accessions-number, and, in some instances, bibliographical notes. 
The cards are afterwards brought together in order of classes and 
copied upon sheets, to be afterwards bound up in volumes, The 
columns under which this catalogue are arranged consist of 1, 
full title; 2, edition; 3, place, publisher, etce.; 4, date ; 5, number 
of volumes; 6, size; 7, observations; 8, accessions-number (p. 
85). The question of sizes of books is gone into at some length, 
and a variety of information given as to signature-notation and 
sizes of papers in France. Omitting folios the other sizes are 
roughly estimated as follows (p. 95) :— 


Centimeters. 
RRETINEUO HE) a ivinny coe csnccabedessccaansedeane bona ss Riawensnccustns 28 x 224 
SOLES A), esos ink ceuacanbanedenbeeria cence eMancennhsn@ey eRe 224 «14 
DROUEO AN), saicss cy ses ssgsccneserad ten csverveioent «avteaeneaue swe 18% x 114 
MNCORR CD TOMUB CLO rN |yaccnedsbns otomevncscnnreasonsaceaneesess 15 x 94 


We next find some familiar remarks on incunabula and the 
rarity of books (pp. 97-110). 

A public library is very much like a large house of business, 
that is to say, under ordinary conditions, the use that will be made 
of it will depend upon the zealousness of the librarian and his staff, 
just as the prosperity of a house of business depends upon the 
activity of the manager and his employés (p. 117). The remarks 
of the Abbé Cotton des Honssayes in his Sorbonne address (1780) 
on the qualifications of a good librarian are referred to, but too much 
devotion to special studies is condemned (p. 119). The duties of 
the supervising committee consist of seeing that the library suffers 
no injury, whether as to material or contents, and that it is managed 
in the proper spirit. These objects are ensured by periodical inspve- 
tions which comprehend an annual checking of the inventories or 
accessions-catalogue. 

Among the precautions to be used in taking care of books are 
meavs to be employed against those enemies of books, dust, 
damp, fire, worms, rats, and readers (pp. 135-49, 104-70). The 
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notes on binding are chiefly historical, but a list of prices is inter- 
esting (p. 163). The practical recipes for separating and washing 
the pages of a book, and for taking out marks, whether of dust, 
mud, ink, damp, grease, oil or printers’ ink, are useful (pp. 
165-8). Although the art of mending worm-holes and torn paper 
is not generally considered within a librarian’s qualifications, it is 
well to know where to look for such information (p. 170). The 
operations of supplying the wants of readers and of lending books 
for home reading do not demand special remark ; the register and 
application-cards are of an ordinary character, except that perhaps 
a little more writing is required than is usual with us (pp. 170-80). 
The regulation system otf book-keeping is very elaborate. It is 
divided into financial and administrative, the former being further 
divided into personal and material, the one having to do with 
salaries and allowances, the other being arranged under the heads 
of 1, purchase of books; 2, subscriptions to journals and reviews; 
3, binding; 4, warming; 5, lighting; 6, furniture; 7, stationery 
and printing; 8, petty cash. The purchase of new books and sub- 
scriptions to periodicals must be regularly registered, as well as 
the binding-orders (pp. 182-6). As regards the latter, some direc- 
tions from the “ Instruction Générale” of May, 1878, deserve 
transcription: ‘‘Do not attempt to bind before twelve months 
after the publication of a book. Fine bindings not being suitable 
for public libraries, except under certain conditions, simple half- 
binding, and boarding with calf or cloth backs will generally 
suffice. Ordinary books are to have all their edges cut; in others, 
the tops alone are to be cut and sprinkled as a preservative 
against dust. See that the boards stand ont from the edges. 
For half-bindings, adopt white calf (plain, varnished or antique) 
which colours by. itself and does not change. Choose green 
vellam as less likely to get dirty” (p.191). Under the other 
heads there is nothing of special importance. For administrative 
book-keeping a series of registers is provided: 1, the inventory or ac- 
cessions-catalogue, already spoken of ; 2, the register of periodicals; 
3, one for books lent; 4, a binder’s book; 5, one for the annual 
inspection. These books, with a variety of tables upon a uniform 
plan, readily supply any statistical information required (pp. 197- 
210). All French public libraries possess a regular system of reports 
to the higher powers, In the university libraries, which are specially 
considered in this book, there are three kinds of reports to be made, 
the first, a monthly report to the Rector on the general state of the 
library, including number of readers, progress of catalogues, books 
issued and lent, and accessions. The second is the quarterly report 
on the progress of the catalogues addressed to the Minister of Public 
Instruction. The third is on the result of the annual inspection 
addressed to the same person on the opening of the school year 
(pp. 211-4). The rules and regulations should be sufficiently liberal 
to prevent the library becoming a buried treasure, and at the 
same time of a nature to keep it free from danger (p. 216). 
With reference to choosing a librarian it is important that he 
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should possess special aptitudes in addition to the qualifications 
already spoken of, and it would be well to exact from candidates a 
diploma or special certificate, or else that they should undergo a 
competitive examination (p. 218). The salaries should be adequate 
to the responsibility of the functions: while no sinecures can be 
allowed, on the other hand, the minor officials should not be so un- 
derpaid as to force them to undertake work elsewhere. Finally, all 
the members of the staff ought to show themselves full of urbani'y 
and attention to the wants of the public. Once received in a cold 
and repelling manner, a reader will seldom return (p. 223). The 
official documents in the appendix relate to university, circulating, 
and popular libraries ; some of the instructions are very elaborate, 
and include rules for every department of library management, 
from the treatment of manuscripts down to the best form of ink- 
stand to be used. 

.L have not attempted to criticise any of the author’s observations 
as they are generally applicable to a library system quite different 
to our own, and are besides especially addressed to university 
libraries. Some of the recommendations and suggestions are 
rather elementary, and the scraps of gossip dispersed here and there 
appear out of character ina specialist’s manual ; but unfortunately 
nearly all writers on library-management copy each other with such 
unwearied complacency that any novel suggestion is of very unfre- 
quent occurrence. The want of knowledge of what has been done 
recently in Kngland and America is remarkable in a book which is 
otherwise full of information of an old-fashioned kind. M. Cousin 
does not even seem to have heard of the two Library Associations, 
and the only foreign treatise which he quotes is Petzholdt’s 
‘“* Katechismus,” The book deserves to be read, however, by those 
librarians who think it their professional duty to become acquainted 
with general library history, and with the conditions of library- 
management outside their own immediate requirements. M. Cousin 
represents very successfully the French official view of scientitic 
librarianship. 

After a brief discussion, a vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Tedder 
for his paper, and the meeting then adjourned. 


LIBRARY NOTES. 


Betrast.—The ratepayers of Belfast may be congratulated on 
having removed from Ireland the reproach that only one of its towns— 
Dundalk, with a population of alittle over 12,000—has adopted the 
Libraries Acts during the thirty years that they have been in opera- 
tion. Several mayors have, it appears, been anxious to take the 
opinion of the ratepayers but could never get the question put to 
the vote. It has been reserved for Sir Edward Cowan, the present 
mayor, to carry the matter to a successful issue. On the 8th of 
November the result of the poll was announced, when it appeared 
that 10,207 voting papers were distributed and 8,620 collected or 
received. Of those received, 1,894 were “unfilled,” and 63 were 
‘imperfect or conditional.’’ The number of votes for the adoption 
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of the Acts was 5,238, and of ‘those against 1,425. The adoption of 
the Acts was thus carried by a clear majority of the ratepayers. 
The Northern Whig is quite justified, therefore, in observing: ** The 
ratepayers have done their duty admirably : they have done it better 
than many of the friends of the Free Library expected.” 


Cantersury.—A motion in favour of opening the Municipal 
Museum and Library on Sunday afternoons was brought before a 
special meeting of the Town Council on the 6th of December by 
Mr. Alderman Hart. After a long discussion the motion was 
negatived by 12 votes to 4. 


Epinsurcu.—An Edinburgh Correspondent writes us as follows :— 
“The commencement of a large new wing to the Advocates’ 
Library in the open space betwixt the Sheriff Court Buildings, 
George IV. Bridge, and the present over-stored tenement, may interest 
even English readers. This formed part of a project mooted some 
years ago, which included a reading-room after the fashion of the 
British Museum for the general public. But no hint has as yet been 
given of the realisation of this part of the programme. 

‘*The Philosophical Institution directors have been busy with 
improvements both in their General and Ladies’ Reading Rooms. 
An attempt has been made to carry off the noxious gas fumes, so fatal 
to sheepskin bindings, by a system of ventilation directly connected 
with the new sun-light gas-burners placed in the Library. Time 
will teil whether this method, or a new mode of lighting, such as 
paraffin oil, is the best remedy for an evil incident to all libraries 
opening in the evenings. In the liquidation of the Select Subscrip- 
tion Library the ravages caused by this oxidation of the sulphur 
compounds in the gas into sulphuric acid have been very thoroughly 
disclosed, the value of the stéck being thus very palpably 
depreciated, though it is yet too early to condescend on figyres 
regarding this. At the same time, a certain number of the books 
bound in buckram with pasteboard covers have stood unharmed 
for forty years, side by side with their now disabled half-calf and 
sheepskin neighbours. By the way, the readiness with which the 
members of this now defunct Library have purchased its volumes 
opens up a new vista of library economy. Of course the same 
practice prevails in the larger booksellers’ circulating libraries. But 
it might also be mooted in a public library, which is supposed to 
contain a more solid class of books, as to how many might thus be 
periodically disposed of, if the real property of the Institution ? And 
this being granted, might not such a Library be accommodated in 
smaller buildings. Indeed this moot matter of library economics 
would require an article, not a paragraph, for its discussion. A library 
is no doubt a store for the best literary treasures of the present and 
past ages; but only one or two institutions can be so, while the 
majority are sort of half-way houses betwixt the bookseller and 
the reader. We only plead that the latter function, so invaluable 
to all students, be made more prominent. And, if necessary, facts 
can be adduced in favour of this.” 
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Giascow.—A meeting of leading citizens was held in Glasgow 
on November 22nd, to consider a scheme, brought forward by 
Lord Provost Ure (a member of the L. A. U. K.), to secure a site 
whereona could be erected buildings suitable for the accommodation 
of a Museum, Art Gallery, School of Art, and Public Library. 
Immediately adjoining the present Corporation Galleries of Art 
on the west is a large block at present unoccupied. The proposal 
is to purchase this piece of ground, and on it erect a Museum, 
School of Art, and Art Galleries; the present site of the Galleries 
to be oecupied by the Mitchell Library. The sketch plan exhibited 
at the meeting shows a Greek elevation to Sauchiehall Street 
about 560 feet in length. At the meeting a general feeling was 
expressed that Glasgow had been far too long without adequate 
buildings for these important purposes; that the present housing 
of all the institutions named was extremely unsatisfactory ; and 
that the time had come when a serious effort should be made to 
relieve the city from this reproach. Reference was made to 
benefactions for purposes of literature and art in Paisley, and in 
Liverpool, Manchester, Birmingham, and other cities in Kngland ; 
and a hope was expressed that the ratepayers would be induced to 
adopt the Free Libraries Act, so that the Corporation would be 
enabled not only to increase the usefulness of the Mitchell Library 
as a central Reference Library, but also to establish district 
Lending Libraries in other parts of the town. The proposed 
site in Sauchichall Street was approved as being, though some- 
what to the west of the centre of the city, perfectly accessible, 
and possessing, from its elevated position, good light and air. 
A committee was appointed to carry out the scheme; and four 
donations of £1,000 each, and five of £500 each, were intimated. 


Huti.—A public meeting of the ratepayers, in pursuance of a 
requisition signed by nearly 10,000 ratepayers, has been called for the 
13th to consider the questionof adopting the Free Libraries Acts. The 
Viceroy of India, the Marquis of Ripon, who is High Steward of the 
Borough, has promised a contribution of £250 toward the Library. 
Dr. Rollit, Chairman of the Executive Committee formed to obtain 
the Library, has issued a second edition of his interesting and forcible 
address on “‘ The Need of a Public Library for Hull,” from which 
we learn that upwards of £1,409 had already been promised in 
November. The promoters of the movement are very sanguine of 
success. 

Lonpon: Hackney.—An attempt is being made to induce the 
ratepayers to reopen the question of adopting the Libraries Acts. 
The Rev. R. Daniel-Tyssen, rector of South Hackney, has written 
a letter to the Vestry, in which he states that his late father in his 
antiquarian researches, had made a collection of books, prints, &c., 
a considerable portion of which had reference to Hackney. The 
family had, after consideration as to the best mode of disposing of 
the collection so as torender it generally useful, come to the con- 
clusion that the part relating to Hackney would be most valuable 
if retained in that parish. If it were thought proper to establish a 
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voluntary Free Library he would be willing to contribute his 
father’s collection as a nucleus, and £130 towards expenses. If, 
however, it was felt that a Reference Library at the local ‘town Hall 
would be preferable, he would contribute £100 towards the cost. 


Lonpon: Nationat Linerat Ciue.—It is proposed to establish 
in connection with the club a political and historical library to be 
called “the Gladstone Library” as a permanent memorial of Mr. 
Gladstone’s services to his country. In proposing a resolution 
upon the subject at the meeting held in London on November 16th, 
Sir William Harcourt suggested that Mr. Herbert Gladstone should 
be the first ‘“‘ Honorary Librarian ” of the Library. 

Lonpon: Sacrep Harmonic Sociery’s Lisrary,— The anxiety 
which has been expressed in some quarters lest this valuable library 
should leave the country is happily allayed by the announcement 
that through the generous intervention of friends the collection 
has been secured for the Royal College of Music. 

Lonpon: Sourn Lonpon Free Lineary.—A course of Free Lec- 
tures to men and women is being delivered on Sunday afternoons 
and evenings at this institution. The chief burden of the lecturing 
is borne by Mr. Rossiter, but we also notice among the lecturers 
two of our members, Mr. Conybeare and Mr. Pfoundes. A sum- 
mary of the report of the institution will be found on another page. 


Mancuester.—The Sunday lectures atthe Ancoats Branch Library 
continue to draw large audiences of from five to eight hundred 
people. On November 19th, Mr. W. E. A. Axon lectured on the 
‘* Shadows of Old Manchester,” to a most appreciative audience. 


Oxrorp.—On November 28th the following grants of books printed 
at the Clarendon Press were made by Convocation to the Leeds 
Public Library, to the value of £50 ; to the Newport (Mon.) Public 
Library, £25. ; 

SaLrorp.—Mr. W. E. A. Axon, who, as our readers are aware, is 
an Hon. Member of the Committee of the Salford Royal Museum 
and Library, has been elected without a contest to a seat upon the 
Salford School Board. Mr. Axon should thus have an opportunity 
of trying to work out that problem of the relation between the 
school and the library for which so much has been done in 
America. 


Surewspury.— The Municipal Council propose to adopt the 
Libraries Acts, and a Committee has been formed to raise the sum 
necessary to secure the Grammar School buildings which have been 
offered to the town, and to fit them for the parpose of a County 
Museum and Library. Itis estimated that £5,000 will be required, 
and of this sum considerably over £2,000 has been promised. 


Mr. Cornelius Walford may unfortunately find two additions to 
his list of libraries which have fallen a prey to fire in the disasters 
which have taken place within a few days of each other at Clevedon 
Court, near Bristol (on the 27th November), and at Stanford 
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Court, Worcestershire (on the 5th December). In each case only 
a small portion of the library was saved, and the collections thus 
lost, were, we understand, very valuable. 

At the meeting held at the town house of the Marquis of 
Salisbury on November 16th, to consider the proper form of a 
memorial to the late Dr. Pusey, it was decided to purchase Dr. 
Pusey’s library, and to provide suitable buildings to contain it, as 
well as to form an endowment for two or more clergymen to act as 
librarians and to promote the interest of theological study in the 
University. It is proposed to raise £50,000. 

A brief sketch of the life and literary labours of Dr. A. C. 
Burnell, who was the author of the well-known Catalogue of the 
Tanjore Library, appears in the new numbers of Triibner’s Mecord. 

The Cotgreave Indicator has been adopted at the Public Library, 
Twickenham. 

An action between the Liverpool Lyceum and the Liverpool 
Library was decided by Mr. Justice Chitty on December 7th, the 
question at issue being the right of the latter institution to occupy 
rooms on the premises of the former. The Judge decided in favour 
of the Plaintiffs. 

The October issue of the Harvard University Bulletin, besides the 
list of accessions, contains the concluding instalments of three of 
the bibliographies in progress and a further instalment of the 
“Classified Index to Maps in Petermann’s Geographische Mitt- 
heilungen.” 

The Directors of the Mercantile Library of Philadelphia have 
issued the first number of a quarterly Bulletin intended to contain 
a list of accessions arranged according to the system adopted by 
the Library for classification upon the shelves. The number 
contains an explanation and full synopsis of this classification which 
has been introduced into the Library by the librarian, Mr, John 


Kdmands. It also contains a short account of the history of the 
Library. 


CATALOGUES AND REPORTS. 

Hendon. Catalogue of Books in the Hendon Lending Library, Head- 
ing Street. 1882. London. Price Twopence. Sm. 8vo, pp. 32. 
This we are told is ‘‘ the first attempt at making useful an old Village Library 

at Hendon, which has long been in disrepute.’” The books, which are of a 

popular character, are grouped under the classes: Religious Works ; Biography ; 

Poetry ; Travels ; History ; aud Miscellaneous Works. There appear to be about 

800 vols. 

Borough of St. Helens. Catalogue of Books in the Lending and 
Reference Departments of the Free Public Library, Part I. St. 
Helens, 1882. 8vo, pp.-ii, 214, paper wrapper. 

Catalogue of Books in the Lending Depart- 





ment of the Free Public Library. Part Il. St. Helens, 1882. 
8vo, pp. ii, 69, paper wrapper. 
The First Part of this Catalogue contains the contents of the library with the 
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exception of ‘‘ Fiction, Poetry and the Drama,” which belong to the Lending 

Department only and are catalogued in Part Il. Only a few of the hooks in this 

library are confined to the Reference Department, and these are catalogued sepa- 

rately (pp. 199-213) as well as incorporated in the general body of the Catalogue. 

The Catalogue is one of authors, titles and subjects in a single alphabet, The 

press marks are given. It isa good and solid piece of work. 

Sheffield Free Public Libraries, Catalogue of the Central Library 
Lending Department. Sheffield, 1882. Price One Shilling. to, 
pp. 302, half-cloth, paper sides. 

This Catalogue consists of two parts—the first being an alphabetical index of 
authors’ names, the second an alphabetical index of subjects and titles. The 
contents of volumes are in many cases set out. ‘* Juvenile literature” is separately 
catalogued. The whole appears to be very carefully done and Mr. Hurst deserves 
the special thanks which we learn from the Report have been given to him by his 
Committee. 


Cambridge Public Free Library. Twenty-seventh Annual Report. 
1881-1882. 8vo, pp. 16. 


The progress of the Library has been satisfactory, the additions and issues 
being larger than in any previous year. ‘The volumes addee to the stock were 
1,453 and the issues 74,559. The Reading Room has been so well attended, that 
a larger room has become a pressing necessity. The income was £761 17s. of 
which the rate produced £676 6s. 6d. The account of the Library prepared by 
Mr. Pink for our Cambridge Meeting is appended to the Report. 

Canterbury. Report of the Museum Committee, showing the work 
done during the past year. [| Dated November Ist, 1882.| Fol. p. 1. 
The number of books lent out was about 1,200 as compared with 731 in 1881 

and 398 in 1880. The daily attendance in the Reading Room is about 100. The 

Committee observe ‘‘ The new Catalogue of the Library has at last been completed 

and published, and your Committee regret that several inaccuracies appear 

therein.” 

Clitheroe Free Library. Fourth Annual Report, 1881-2. Presented 
to the Town Council, 9th November, 1882. 4ito, pp. 3. 

The issues were 12,850, the additions to the Library were 139, making the total 
stock 3,159. The expenditure tor the year was £71 18s. 6d. The Committee 
appeal for further assistance to extend the usefulness of this well-appreciated 
institution. 


Borough of Derby. Eleventh Report of the Committee of the 
Free Public Library and Museum, Presented to the Town Council, 
November 9th, 1882. Derby, 1852. 8vo, pp. 14. 

The Committee report increasing usefulness and prosperity, though their 
limited finances make it impossible for them to cope with the demand for new 
books in the Lending Department. The issues were, in the Lending Department, 
174,066 ; in the Reference Department, 29,563. The average turn-over of each 
volume in the former department was 174. The issues of Fiction were under 50 
per cent. The experiment of a series of Free Lectures on Natural History has 
proved very successful. The rate produced £1,320 4s, The Financial Statement 
is unusually full and detailed, 

Manchester. Thirtieth Annual Report to the Council of the City 
of Manchester on the Working of the Public Free Libraries. 
1881-2. Manchester, 1882. 8vo, pp. 36. 

The libraries were visited during the year by more than two million persons. 
The issues have turned the million and numbered 1,065,853 volumes to 942,807 
persons—a much larger number than has ever before been issued. Of these issues, 
210,195 were in the Reference Department. The use of the libraries on Sundays 
has increased. ‘The addition to the stock has been 9,790 vols. ‘There are now in 
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the Reference Library 70,320 vols.,and in the branches 90,449. The number of 

persons holding borrowers’ tickets is 32,185. The Report contains no financial 

statement. In an appendix is an account of the proceedings at the opening of 
the Deansgate Branch. 

Borough of Middlesbrough. The Annual Report of the Free 
Library Committee for the llth year ending 30th September, 
1882.  4to, pp. 8. 

The amount received from the rate was £806 1s. 10d., and the year eloses with 
£45 in hand, after spending the unusual amount of £171 3s. 4d. in new books, 
There ere now 9,920 books on the shelves. There is no Reference Department. 
The issues for the year were 58,748 of which over 67 per cent. were in fiction. 
The Committee have assisted the lecture courses of Cambridge and Durham Uni- 
versities and propose to do more in this direction. 

Borough of Sheffield. Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the Committee 
of the Free Public Libraries and Museum. Sheffield, 1882. 8vo, 
pp. 19. 

The Committee regret that it has not adequate means more fully to provide 
Free Libraries for the Borough. The issues were, from the Central Lending Library, 
112,101 vols., fromthe three branches, 241,949, of which over 60 per cent. were 
fiction. The issues in the Reference Department were 26,283. The additions to 
the stock numbered 1,708 vols. The visitors to the Museum were 126,142. 
There is no balance sheet. 

Wolverhampton. Thirteenth Annual Report of the Wolverhampton 
Free Library Committee. [Dated October 23, 1882.] Fol., pp. 15. 
The issues for the year were, in the Lending Department, 39,533—a decrease on 

the previous year of 17,974, of which however 14,959 were in fiction alone. The 
issues in the Reference Department increased to 5,876. In the Evening Classes 
the number of students, as well as the amount of the Government grant exceeded 
any previous year. The Committee regret the want of means to adequately 
develop their work. There is no financial information. 

In a Report for the 4} years during which the South London 
Free Library and Fine Art Gallery has been carried on (1878-82), 
the Treasurer, Secretary and Librarian, Mr. Rossiter, announces 
that the total expenditure has been £1,628 13s. 83d., while 
£1,423 16s. 1d. has been received in donations, leaving a deficit of 
£204 17s. 7}d. The library consists of 3,000 volumes, and ‘is 
the only public collection of books in all South London, which 
has a population of over a million.” 

The Airdrie Free Library does not publish a separate Report, but 
we learn from the Report published in the local newspaper that 
the issues for the year ending 30th June last were 15,767, while 
the visitors to the Reading Room numbered 26,663. The Com- 
mittee provide funds for the purchase of newspapers and magazines, 
leaving the amount realised from the assessment for the purchase 
of books. 

We learn from the Abstract of the Accounts of the Borough of 
Macclesfield that the income of the Library for the year ending 
3lst August last was £366 14s. 4d., of which the rate produced 
£430, and the expenditure £351 11s, 3d. The works issued were 
51,311; the attendance at the Reading Room was 90,364, and the 
volumes issued there 701. The number of vols. in the Lending 
Library is 13,795. 
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NOTICES OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES, eve. 

The reader's guide to English history; by Prof. William Francis 
Allen. Boston: Ginn, Heath and Co., 1880. Obl. 8vo, pp. 33. 
Price 50 cents. 

Arranged in four parallel columns, of which a consists of genealogical tables of 
English rulers, > includes the best historical literature, c novels, poems and dramas 
relating to each period, and d the same class of works illustrating contem- 
porary history. A useful addition to the librarian’s handybooks. 

L’art de former une bibliothéque; par Jules Richard. Paris: Ed. 
Rouveyre et G. Blond, 1882. 8vo, pp. 160. Price 4 frs. 

Not very much on the difficult art of forming a good library ean be discovered 
in this little volume, which contains, however, some interesting, if not altogether 
novel remarks about bibliophilie, book-plates, dear books, small books, large 
books, and so on. 

Le missel de Thomas James, évéque de Dol: lettre & M. le Comte 
Auguste de Bastard, par Léopold Delisle. Nogent-le-Rotrou : 
imp. Daupeley-Gouverueur, 1832. 8vo, pp. 5. 

An extract from the Bibliothtque de U Evole des Chartes, t. 43, 1882. The missal 
in question is preserved at Lyons. It was illuminated in 1483 by the Florentine 
artist Attavante. 

Les livres de Nicolas Vassart 4 la Bibliothéque Pablique de Nancy ; 
par J. Favier. Nancy: imp. Crépin-Leblund, 1832.  8vo, pp. 7, 
with woodcut of arms. 

An extract from the Journal de la Société d’ Archéologie Lorraine, June, 1882. 
Les heures gothiques et la littérature pieuse aux XV° et XVI° 

siécles ; par Felix Soleil. Rouen: KE. Augé, 1882. 8vo, pp. 309; 

only 300 copies printed. Price 40 frs. 

A careful study of the Livres d’Heures, so interesting bibliographically and 
liturgically. Besides other illustrations it contains a series of twenty-four facsimile 
reproductions from some of the most remarkable editions of Simon Vostre, 
Thielman Kerver, Jehan de Brie, ete. A book like this has long been wanted. 
Bibliographie artistique, historique et littéraire de Paris avant 1789 ; 

par l’abbé Valentin Dufour. Paris: A. Laporte, 1882. 8vo, pp. 

viii-524 and 14, four plates. Price, ordinary copies, 25 frs. ; 

papier vergé, proofs, 50 frs. 

Contains a facsimile from the first book printed at Paris in 1470 and a repro- 
duction of an illustration of the distribution of the Nowvelles ecclésiastiques in the 
18th century. The author is favourably known to antiquaries as the author of 
the Anciennes descriptions de Paris. He was formerly sub-librarian at the 
Bibliothéque de l’Hotel de Ville. 

Hildebrandt’s Bibliographie der Staats-und Rechts-wissenschaften. 
Die Erscheinungen des deutschen buchhandels auf dem Gebiete 
der Staats- und Rechts-wissenschaften, Politik, Statistik and 
National-Oekonomie, des Finanz und Bankwesens sowie des 
Kirchenrechtes und der Kirchenpolitik. I. Band, von der 
Griindung des deutschen Kaiserreiches bis September 1876, 
Il. Baud, vom September 1876 bis Hnde 1881. Berlin: C. 
Heymann’s Verlag, 1882. 2 vols., 8vo, pp. 274 and 315, Price 
7s. 6d. : 

The titles of the works are given in full, with number of pages, publishers’ 
names, prices, etc., aud arranged alphabetically under authors, The index is in 
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alphabet of subjects and is rather poor. On looking up Kulturkampf, for 

instance, one is referred to 35 bare names of writers, without any further indica- 

tion. The book must however be useful to specialists; the price is very 
moderate. 

Ratgeber fiir Musiker und Freunde der Tonkunst bei der Wahl 
geeigneter Musikalien; von Bernhard Briihmig, Zweite ver- 
mehrte Anflage, ungearbeitet von H. Kiirbitz. Leipzig: Merse- 
burger, 1882. 8vo, pp. x—143. Price 1m. 

Contains select lists of books in all departments of musical literature. 
Repertorium der Journal-Literatur der Eisenbahn-Tecknik ; von 

Franz Woas, Reg. Baumeister. Berlin: Springer, 1882. 8vo, 

pp. xvi—260. Price 5m. 

The first part of a publication which the publisher hopes to continue annually. 
The present number contains the railway literature of 1880 and 1881. 
Relazione del trasporto della Biblioteca Palatina da Heidelberg a 

Roma, scritta da Leone Allacci, ed ora per la prima volta pub- 

blicata da Giovanni Beltrani, con notizie storiche e bibliografiche. 

Firenze: tip. Bencini, 1882. 8vo. 

An extract from the Revista Ewropea, April 1st, 1882. It was the celebrated 
Greek scholar, Leo Allatius, who superintended the conveying of the Palatine 
Library from Heidelberg to Rome in 1622, when it was presented by Maximilian 
as a trophy of war to Gregory XV. Allatius was very proud of the success of his 
undertaking, and claimed that the transfer had been made without losing a single 
leaf. His account, which has never been printed before, is very interesting. 


“A Bibliography of Folk-Lore publications in English,” has been 
commenced by Mr.G.L. Gomme in the Folk-Lore Record, vol 5. 


Mr. W. H. K. Wright is collecting materials for a bibliography 
of Sir Francis Drake, the famous Devonshire hero, and will be happy 
to receive information on the subject. 


The University of Durham has been presented by its Visitor, the 
Bishop, with a sum of money to found a Scholarship to be named 
after Richard de Bary, who was Bishop of the Diocese, 1333-1345, 
and who is better known to bibliographers as the author of the 
Philobiblion. , 

The first number of the new volume of the Bibliographer 
contains an article oa the now famous catalogue of the Canterbury 
Municipal Library; and also an article consisting of an American 
translation of the address of the Abbé Cotton des Houssayes, on 
his appointment to the librarianship of the Sorbonne, reprinted 
from the New York Philobiblion. Three out of the four remaining 
articles are substantially reprinted from other journals. 


The “Seventh Annual Report of the President of the Johns 
Hopkins University” (Baltimore: J. Murphy and Co., 1882, 8vo, pp. 
122) contains a Bibliographia Hopkingensis, 1876-82, or list of books 
and articles published by members of the Johns Hopkins University, 
written during the connexion of the author with the university, or 
based for work carried on while there. 


Reference lists directing attention to the best works relating to 
the subjects discussed have been prefixed to each chapter of ‘‘ Intro- 
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duction to the study of English literature and literary criticism,” 
by Prof. James Baldwin, of which the first volume (poetry) has just 
been issued by John KE. Potter and Co., of Philadelphia. 


Athird volume (Cholecyanin-Dzondi) of the great Index cata- 
logue of the Surgeon-General’s office has appeared. It includes 
9.043 author-titles, representing 10,076 volumes, and 7,386 pam- 

nme 


p ilets, as well as 8,572 subject-titles of separate works, and 28,846 
titles of articles in periodicals. 


In the Bulletin of the Boston Public Library, No. 68, commences 
a list of Franklin’s works (a) as owned by the Library, (/) as not 
owned and desired. 


The subjects treated in: the [eference Lists of the Providence 
Public Library for Cctober are Daniel Webster and the Gregorian 
Calendar. 


The Literary News for October contains “ Notes on Reading,” by 
Arthur Penn. 


It having been urged against the alphabetico-classed system of 
numbering books that it did not admit of a shelf list, Mr. Schwartz 
meets objectors with an article on “a new form of shelf list,” in 
the October number of the Library Journal. ; 


A list of the novels, plays and poems, illustrated with vignettes, 
and published within 1825 and 1840, is included in ‘ Les vignettes 
romantiques ; histoire de la littérature et de lart, 1825-40; par 
Champfleury [Jules Fleury],” (Paris: E. Dentu, 1882. 8vo, 450 pp., 
140 vignettes and 10 plates, price 50 frs.). 

A bibliography of the writings of the antiquary Jules Quicherat, 
containing 363 numbers, appeared in the Bibliothéque de U’ Keole des 
Chartes, Tome XLIiI., 1882, pt. 4. 

The eleventh edition of ‘ Histoire de la littérature grecque ; par 
Alexis Pierron,” (Paris: Hachette, 1882, sm. 8vo, pp. vili—656, 
price 4 frs.) contains a bibliographical appendix. 

The publication of the Annales du Bibliophile Belge (Olivier) is 
to be resumed. 

An appendix to the first volume of the following work contains 
a bibliography of the poet’s writings: “ Ferdinand Freiligrath, ein 
Dichterleben in Briefen, von Wilhelm Buchner,” (Lahr: M. 
Schauenburg, 1882, 2 vols. 8vo). 

A list of the printed works of the maestro is appended to “ Carl 
Maria von Weber, sein Leben und seine Werke dargestellt von 
August Keismann” (Berlin : Oppenheim, 1882, 8vo.) 

A good catalogue of the interesting exhibition of objects connected 
with the history of printing at Vienna can be purchased for two 
shillings: “ Katalog der historischen Ausstellung von Wiener Buch- 
druck-Krzeugnissen, 1482-1882,” (Wien: Frick, 1882, 8vo, pp. 
viili—133). 

A bibliography of the writings of Filippo Pananti hasbeen added 
to a new edition of his “‘ Rime e prose, con un cenno sulla sua vita 
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per cura di Pietro Gori (Firenze: A. Salani, 1882, sm. 8vo, pp. 480, 
price 2 lire). 

As foreign cataloguers always delight in ignoring the fashion 
among us to give surnames as forenames, one may perhaps excuse 
the placing of a work by the English surgeon Mr. Spencer Wells in 
the “ Bibliografia Italiana” for November 15th under Spencer, but 
Walter-Scott, as a new compound name, under Walter in the very 
same number is rather too severe a rebuke to our insular peculia- 
rities. oe : 
FORTHCOMING BIBLIOGRAPHIES, ere. 

Mr. W. Satchell is preparing a list of all the topographical works 
not inthe British Museum, a book which will complete Mr. Ander- 
son’s excellent Bouk of English Topography. Mr. Satchell also 
proposes to index papers in antiquarian and other periodicals and 
transactions. 

A bibliography of North American philology is being prepared 
by Mr. J. C. Pilling, of the U.S. Bureau of Ethnology. Originally 
intended merely as a card-catalogue for oflicial use, the compilation 
has gradually assumed proportions which seem to justify its publi- 
cation. It will be arranged alphabetically under authors’ names, 
and will consist of a catalogue of writings in or upon any of the 
languages of North America. There are at present about 4,500 
cards, representing perhaps 3,000 titles. The work of classifying 
these materials linguistically is to be left to a future work, which 
will embody the results of an attempt to classify the North American 
tribes upon the basis of language. 

Mr. Poole writes on November 18th, “ Returned the last proof of 
my index to-day. The publishers will have it out surely and promptly 
in December. They are rushing the printers. I have just received 
534 printed pages. It will make a beautiful book.” 

We are glad to be able to announce the publication of a most 
important work on the history of binding, a subject which has 
never been treated with the skill and patience it deserves. Some 
recent English books, it is perhaps unnecessary to add, are singu- 
larly inadequate. The title will be ‘‘ Histoire de la reliure et des 
relieurs Francais.” The writer, M. Er. Thoinan, has taken great 
pains to draw up precise genealogical accounts of the different 
members of the great binding families, such as Derome, Padeloup, 
Le Monnier, &c. 

The firm of Dante at Florence has begun the publication of a 
Collezione di curiosita inedite o rare, which is to contain a reprint of 
the “ Index bibliothecae Laurentianae an. 1536,” edited by Signor 
Alvisi. Two new works of Signor Giacomo Manzoni are announced 
by Romagnoli, of Bologna. ‘The titles are “‘ Studi de bibliogratia 
analitica,” and ‘ Annali delle edizioni sonciniane.” 

London: TRUBNER & CO., Ludgate Hill. 
Single Numbers, Threepence each. Annual Subscription, 
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